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Biography of 
Amos Daniel Wenger 
Until 1933 


JOHN C. WENGER 


(The following article, which will 
appear in the Bulletin in several in- 
stallments, was written by Bro. Wen- 
ger at the time he was a student at 
Eastern Mennonite School, and in 
residence at A. D. Wenger’s home. 
The subtitle of the paper is, “Based 
on an Autobiography which He 
Wrote in Answer to a Questionnaire 
and on an Interview.” A. D. Wen- 
ger read the final copy and the cor- 
rections he offered are incorporated 
in the text below. Ed.) 


Amos Daniel, son of Jacob and 
Hannah (Brenneman) Wenger was 
born on a farm one half mile east of 
Greenmount, and one and a half 
miles southwest of Edom, Rocking- 
ham County, Virginia, November 25, 
1867. His parents had both been 
reared on farms near Edom, Vir- 
ginia, and followed farming all their 
lives. Jacob’s education consisted of 
several short terms of subscription 
school, public schools not yet exist- 
ing in Virginia at that time. He had 
studied grammar and geography at 
home and thought his children 
should do the same. Jacob died July 
22, 1879, when Amos was but eleven 
years of age. Hannah Brenneman 
attended subscription school only 
three months. She never learned to 
write until her son Solomon went to 
Iowa in 1878 when she asked her 
children to teach her to write so she 
could correspond with him. As the 
custom was in the Mennonite church 
at that time, Jacob and Hannah did 
not unite with the church until after 
marriage. 

The first school Amos attended 
was a summer term of subscription 
school at Brennemans in a log school 
house, about 1872. The school house 
stood beside the Brennemans Men- 
nonite Church. Neither building is 
standing today. His next school was 
a session of public school in a log 
school house at Greenmount. This 
building also has been replaced by a 
frame structure several hundred feet 
south of the log house. Both build- 
ings stood on the west end of his 
father’s farm. The latter building 
still stands. The village of Green- 


Articles and news items should be addressed to the editor, 
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Wedding Picture of A. D. Wenger and 
Anna May Lehman, September 27, 1900, 
Millersville, Pennsylvania. 


mount, then a great place to Amos, 
and now the scene of many fond 
memories to Brother Wenger, con- 
sisted at that time of a schoolhouse, 
shoemaker’s shop, blacksmith shop, 
store with post office, and a few 
dwellings. All have now disappeared 
except one dwelling near where the 
old log school house had stood. 


Amos later attended school at 
Slate Hill nearly a mile southeast of 
his home. That building is also 
gone. At that time the school terms 
were of five months duration, from 
early in November until the end of 
March. The older scholars attended 
only from about the first of Decem- 
ber until early in March. Often there 
were fifty or more pupils in a one- 
room school. Of more than a hun- 
dred school mates of his childhood, 
less than a dozen now live in that 
community. 


In his nineteenth year Amos at- 
tended a Teacher’s Normal in Broad- 
way, Virginia, for four weeks, and 
received a teacher’s certificate. But 
he was too bashful to make any ef- 
fort to get a school. The subjects 
then taught in the public schools, 
and in which prospective teachers 
were examined, were: reading, writ- 
ing, spelling, arithmetic, grammar, 
geography and history. From the 
age of fourteen to twenty-one Amos 

(Continued on Page 2) 
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Registration of Cemeteries 
JOHN W. GINGERICH 


About six years ago the Iowa Men- 
nonite Historical Society undertook 
to register the Amish and Mennonite 
cemeteries in the Iowa, Johnson, 
and Washington county area. There 
were eleven in number, besides the 
six old family cemeteries that are 
not currently used. The first step 
was to copy all information, such as 
name, date, and age, from the head- 
stones. This was first done by rows, 
omitting epitaphs. Elmer G. Swartz- 
endruber, who was responsible for 
launching the project, compiled the 
list for each cemetery in an alpha- 
betical order, placing after each 
name an_ identification, such as 
“Grandfather of John Miller,” “Un- 
cle of Joe Yoder,” the maiden name 
of a married woman, or any other 
brief information relative to the one 
buried. This is important as the 
identity of the person buried is of- 
ten lost. 

Later it was decided that this sys- 
tem was not complete enough for all 
purposes, as it did not provide the 
information as to where in the par- 
ticular cemetery the burial was 
made, nor did it provide properly for 
the record of current and future 
burials. We later platted each cem- 
etery on a large master sheet, laying 
out the sheet in squares and rows to 
conform as nearly as possible to the 
actual positions of the burial plots, 
and platting all unused burial spaces 
for future records. The master sheet 
should be both of good size and dur- 
able and one that will readily take 
writing. These sheets may be pur- 
chased at a book store or print shop. 
The size of a block of original plat- 
ting is about 1%x1% inch. If the 
sheets are to be used as permanent 
records, it is very convenient to use 
gummed labels upon which the in- 
formation has been typed. These 
labels are then glued into the proper 
block on poster or other heavy paper 
upon which the blocks have been 
marked. The plat numbers and dates 
of death are made in red. This cap- 
tures the attention immediately. 
When husband and wife are buried 
side by side, this information is in- 
dicated on the labels, as well as the 
use of double headstones. This in- 
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REGISTRATION OF CEMETERIES 
(Continued from Page 1) 


formation was given by the use 
of symbols. To further facilitate 
the recording and the compiling 
of the list, a system of numbering 
was worked out, copying the sys- 
tem used in towns for numbering 
houses. We began at the northwest 
corner of each cemetery, numbering 
the first row of graves the 100 row, 
the second the 200 row, and so on. 
The burial spaces were all num- 
bered (used and unused) from the 
north end, or left, as 101, 102, 103 for 
the first row, and likewise, 201, 202, 
etc., for the second row. In the 
event the lots are irregular and of a 
different width, which is often the 
case in old cemeteries, there was an 
effort made to keep the same num- 
bers in line across the cemetery, east 
and west. To do this we began by 
picking out the row of graves that 
has the most burial lots, then work- 
ing both ways, dropping the extra 
lots, but numbering them, regard- 
less. They can be cancelled out on 
the plat. It will be helpful, too, not 
to take too large a section at a time. 
It is preferable not to number them 


until the platting is finished so that 
changes can be made if necessary. 
One can see that by numbering all 
burial spaces the record of future 
burials can be easily kept up to date. 
See accompanying sample. In the 
case of burial grounds that may be 
enlarged either to the west or north, 
provision for this must be made 
when the numbers are placed. In 
the case here, we merely provided 


for the number of proposed ‘rows, 
beginning to number the first used 
row 1000, the second 1100, etc. Or 
in case of a proposed addition to the 
north, the plots were numbered 151, 
152, instead of 101, 102 as in the reg- 
ular manner. This particular method 
was used throughout all the ceme- 
teries in this area so as to have a 
uniform system. In the event the 
cemetery will be enlarged to the 
east or south, the numbers will 
merely be extended. A record book 
will then contain the names in each 
cemetery, preferably placed alpha- 
betically, or even by families, with a 
key giving the burial lot number for 
each person. This system can be 
worked out to the individual taste. 
Provision should, however, be made 
to keep it up-to-date as the years go 
by. 

This work has been both fascinat- 
ing and interesting. There is a 
wealth of information to be found in 
the cemeteries which would be very 
difficult to find in any other manner. 
The record book plus the master plat 
enables the local historian or anyone 
interested in tracing his ancestors 
quickly to locate the tombstones in 
which he is interested. Should read- 
ers have any questions on the above 
method, the writer of this article 
will be happy to answer. 


(The author is historian of the 
Iowa-Nebraska Conference. His ad- 
dress is Route 1, Box 64, Kalona, 
Iowa.—Ed.) 


BIOGRAPHY OF 
AMOS DANIEL WENGER 


(Continued from Page 1) 


worked on the farm at home and at- 
tended school very little. 


In his twenty-second year he be- 
came very seriously concerned about 
the salvation of his soul and spent 
more than a month in reading the 
Scriptures and religious books in an 
effort to decide which denomination 
was nearest the Bible in faith and 
practice. He had had deep convic- 
tion much earlier, but very little 
personal work was done and there 
were very few young people in the 
Mennonite Church at that time. At 
about the age of twelve he had re- 
ceived a conviction one Sunday 
morning at church that he should 
some day preach the Gospel. That 
conviction never left him. Brother 
Wenger attributes the strong relig- 
ious convictions of his early years 
first to his Christian parents, and 
second, to reading Bible story books. 

In those days the cheaper land and 
better wages of the West called 
many young men. On February 25, 
1890, at the age of twenty-two, A. D. 
Wenger went to Elida, Allen County, 
Ohio, and worked on the farm for 
his sister Anna’s husband, Benjamin 
Brenneman, for nearly six months. 
He was very homesick during this 
period. One evening after the day’s 
work was done he walked to the 
home of a faithful Christian for spir- 
itual help. The man had already re- 
tired but arose and talked with Amos 
for a few hours. Two weeks later 
he was baptized by Bishop John M. 
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ILLUSTRATED METHOD OF REGISTERING AND PLATTING CEMETERIES 
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The 1958 Meeting of the Historical Committee 


The annual meeting of the His- 
torical Committee of General Con- 
ference was held this year on April 
7 in the Student Center at Eastern 
Mennonite College, Harrisonburg, 
Va. The meeting next year, the 
Lord willing, will be held at Goshen 
College, possibly in connection with 
the dedication of the new Archives 
and Research Center. 

The members present were H. S. 
Bender, Melvin Gingerich, Irvin B. 
Horst (co-opted), John A. Hostetler, 
Ira D. Landis, Grant M. Stoltzfus 
(guest), J. C. Wenger (co-opted), 
S. S. Wenger (co-opted), and War- 
ren M. Wenger (proxy for Ernest R. 
Clemens). The Committee elected 
as its officers, H. S. Bender, Chair- 
man; J. C. Wenger, Secretary; and 
Ira D. Landis, Treasurer. 

Items of business at this meeting 
taken from the secretary’s minutes 
are the following: 

8. Moved and carried to express 
the appreciation of the Committee to 
Willard Conrad for the fine service 
he rendered as assistant to the Ar- 
chivist. 

9. Moved and carried to request 
the secretary to send a suitable let- 
ter to N. P. Springer, Acting Archiv- 
ist, for the splendid work he did in 
bringing the archives to their pres- 
ent state. 

11. H. S. Bender introduced the 
question of the possible transfer of 
the work of the Mennonite Research 
Foundation to the Historical Com- 
mittee of Mennonite General Confer- 
ence. He submitted the following 
six recommendations as from the 
M. R. F.: 


1. That the functions, assets, 
and budget of the foundation be 
absorbed by the Historical Com- 
mittee of Mennonite General Con- 
ference, which may be renamed 
Historical and Research Commit- 
tee. 


2. That this Committee could 
function through three depart- 
ments: history, archives, and re- 
search. 


3. That our colleges may set up 
research departments, financed 
and directed by the colleges. The 
general research department may 
cooperate in the college research 
projects when and as requested 
and approved. 


4. That the directors of the 
college research departments be 
ex-officio co-opted members of 
the Historical and Research Com- 
mittee. 


5. That the Research Depart- 
ment continue to have its office at 
Goshen, Ind., in quarters made 
available in the new seminary 
building. 


6. That, upon approval of this 
plan by the Research Foundation, 
the Historical Committee, the Ex- 
ecutive Committee and General 
Council of General Conference, 
the Mennonite Board of Educa- 
tion, and Mennonite General Con- 
ference, the Mennonite Research 
Foundation be dissolved. It is ex- 
pected that the dissolution would 
take place by Sept. 1, 1959. 


H. S. Bender also reported that al- 
though Goshen College had no legal 
obligation to reimburse the Histori- 
cal Committee in the event of the 
removal of the Church Archives 
from Memorial Library, yet Presi- 
dent Mininger is willing to give the 
Committee an equity of $5,000.00 in 
the new seminary building and his- 
torical library. 

12. It was moved and passed to 
accept these six proposals and to 
adopt in principle the plan for the 
Historical Committee to take over 
the work of the Mennonite Research 
Foundation. 

13. It was moved and carried to 
accept with gratitude the offer of 
Goshen College to provide space for 
the Archives and Research Depart- 
ment in the new seminary building, 
and (contrary to the last clause in 
Action 42 of the minutes of April 7, 
1958) to assume the obligation to 
raise ten thousand dollars ($10,- 
000.00) toward the cost of the space 
over a period of three (3) years. 

14. It was moved and carried to 
express our gratitude to Goshen 
College for the equity of five thou- 
sand dollars ($5,000.00) in the new 
building, granted in view of over 
four thousand dollars given by the 
Historical Committee toward the 
building of Memorial Library (1940). 

15. It was moved and carried to 
appoint a sub-committee to draw up 
articles of incorporation, to coor- 
dinate the articles with a revised 
constitutional statement in the Con- 
stitution of Mennonite General Con- 
ference, and to secure General Coun- 
cil and General Conference approval 
for these actions. 

16. It was moved and carried to 
propose to Mennonite General Con- 
ference that the name of our com- 
mittee become The Historical and 
Research Committee. 

17. It was moved and carried that 
our committee function in three 
main departments: history, research, 
and archives, and such additional 
areas as may later be adopted. 

18. It was moved and carried that 
the directors of the research depart- 
ments of the four-year colleges be 
ex-officio co-opted members of the 
proposed Historical and Research 
Committee. 


(Continued on Page 4) 


News and Notes 


GINGERICH BACK. This issue of 
the Bulletin is only one sign that 
Melvin Gingerich has returned to 
the States and is busily occupied 
with matters historical. After two 
years of absence in Japan on a peace 
assignment he has resumed his work 
at the Mennonite Historical Library 
and Archives at Goshen College. We 
welcome him back, especially to the 
pages of the Bulletin, and wish him 
God’s blessing in his many endeavors. 


NEW FEATURE. At the 1958 meet- 
ing of the Historical Committee ac- 
tion was taken to discontinue the 
mimeographed Mennonite Research 
News and Notes, which were re- 
leased irregularly by the Mennonite 
Research Foundation, and to incor- 
porate it in the Bulletin. Melvin 
Gingerich will prepare the notes, 
and they will regularly appear in 
these pages, beginning with this is- 
sue. This feature will add substan- 
tially to the news coverage in the 
field of Mennonite studies and re- 
search, and we believe it will be of 
real service to our readers. 


FAMILY HISTORIES. From time 
to time in these columns we have 
noted the publication of new Men- 
nonite and Amish family histories. A 
sizable number of these are pub- 
lished each year, and some of them, 
we feel confident, never come to the 
attention of interested persons in the 
larger Mennonite circles and else- 
where. We invite our readers to call 
new histories to our attention, for 
they are often published privately 
and in a limited edition. Recently 
Wilmer D. Swope, Leetonia, Ohio, 
did just this. Although he did not 
send the exact title, he reported, 
“Just released is a genealogy of the 
descendants of Bishop Jacob Nold, 
Sr. (1765-1824), who migrated to 
Fairfield Township, Columbiana 
County, Ohio, from Bucks County, 
Pa., in 1817. He was the first resi- 
dent Mennonite bishop in Ohio. He 
was ordained in the Swamp Church, 
Bucks Co., Pa. The Nold history of 
some 80 pages is available at $3.00 
per copy from Myrtle Nold, 431 
Somer Street, Leetonia, Ohio.” We 
thank Brother Swope for this notice. 


BURKHOLDER AND FISHER FAM- 
ILIES. Two Mennonite family his- 
tories which will interest our read- 
ers have recently been published in 
Lancaster County, Pa. Daniel S. and 
Anna W. Burkholder Family, 1833- 
1957, by Mrs. Amos B. Hoover and 
others, is a 94-page work, Adams- 
town, Pa., 1958. It may be ordered 
for $1.00 (plus postage) from Mr. 
and Mrs. Adam Burkholder, R. D. 


(Continued on Page 4) 
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HISTORICAL COMMITTEE 
MEETING 


(Continued from Page 3) 


19. It was moved and carried to 
inform the Executive Committee of 
General Conference, the General 
Council, the General Conference it- 
self, the directors of Mennonite Re- 
search Foundation, and the officers 
of Mennonite Board of Education, of 
the actions related to the assumption 
of the work of the Research Foun- 
dation. 

20. It was moved and carried that 
the chairman and secretary draw up 
the necessary statements to imple- 
ment the actions related to the new 
areas of work of the proposed His- 
torical and Research Committee. 

21. It was moved and carried to 
appoint H. S. Bender, S. S. Wenger, 
and Melvin Gingerich to draw up 
the articles of incorporation and to 
implement the other items in Ac- 
tion No. 15 of today’s minutes. 

22. Melvin Gingerich, Archivist, 
presented the list of “New Equip- 
ment Needed for the Archives and 
Research Department.” 

25. By motions duly made and 
carried the following men were in- 
dividually co-opted as members of 
the Historical and Research Com- 
mittee: Grant M. Stoltzfus, Herman 
Ropp, and John W. Snyder. (These 
co-opted members require the ap- 
proval of the Executive Committee 
of Mennonite General Conference.) 

26. It was moved and carried to 
request the Executive Committee to 
appoint J. C. Wenger to fill the un- 
expired term of J. H. Yoder, 1958-59. 

27. The following Finance Com- 
mittee was appointed to attempt to 
raise the ten thousand dollars dur- 
ing the next three years: S. S. Wen- 
ger, H. S. Bender, Ernest R. Clem- 
ens, Ira D. Landis, and Grant M. 
Stoltzfus. 

28. It was moved and carried to 
hold the next meeting at Goshen in 
connection with the dedication of 
the Archives and Research Center, 
possibly in Jan., Feb., or March, 
1959, and that a program committee 
be appointed to select a date and 
prepare a program. The committee 
shall be: Melvin Gingerich, Irvin B. 
Horst, J. A. Hostetler and J. C. 
Wenger. 

29. H.S. Bender reported on the 
Eisenbeiss translation of the Ver- 
manung, a sixteenth-century book, 
and other materials. 

30. H. S. Bender reported that 
The Anabaptist Reader needs to be 
deferred until the completion of 
The Mennonite Encyclopedia. 

31. H.S. Bender reported on the 
four volumes of The Mennonite En- 
cyclopedia, three of which have al- 
ready been published. The editorial 
cost (before starting to print) is 
running over $35,000.00. He also 


commented on the Mennonitisches 
Lexikon. Gerhard Hein is becoming 
editor on July 1, 1958. 

35. H.S. Bender reported on the 
Strasbourg Tduferakten volumes (2), 
an additional Hutterite volume, and 
Lydia Miiller’s Glawbens-Zeiignisse, 
it. 

36. Melvin Gingerich reported on 
the John Horsch Mennonite History 
Essay Contest. 


37. It was moved and carried to 
continue the Essay contest for 1958- 
59 under Melvin Gingerich as man- 
ager. 

44. Irvin B. Horst proposed mak- 
ing an index of Anabaptistica and 
Mennonitica in the Schwenkfelder 
Historical Library and Pennsburg, 
Pa. 

45. It was moved and carried to 
authorize Bender and Horst to in- 
vestigate the situation at Pennsburg 
and to make later recommendations 
to the committee. 


46. Irvin B. Horst raised the ques- 
tion of preparing a history of non- 
resistants during the Civil War. 


47. It was agreed to send J. C. 
Wenger to the Literature-Study 
meeting at Scottdale, Pa. May 28, 
1958. 


48. The chairman proposed that 
Melvin Gingerich and John A. Hos- 
tetler be requested to prepare a pro- 
posal for the preparation of a his- 
tory of Mennonite costume. 

49. It was moved and carried to 
adopt this proposal. 

50. H.S. Bender reported that the 
writing of his proposed History of 
the American Mennonites must await 
the completion of The Mennonite 
Encyclopedia. 

51. The committee asked Melvin 
Gingerich to bring a recommenda- 
tion to the next meeting of the com- 
mittee on the disposition of church 
bulletins. 

52. Ira D. Landis reported that 
the bishops of the Lancaster Confer- 
ence have appointed an eight-man 
Historical Committee. 

54. Ira D. Landis proposed creat- 
ing a list of local Mennonite histori- 
ans and genealogists. 





Preacher Mannhardt of Danzig, 
formerly Editor of the Mennoni- 
tische Blaetter, recently celebrated 
the fifteenth anniversary of his or- 
dination to the ministry. Among 
other ceremonies he had conferred 
upon himself a royal degree or 
badge of honor from the crown. The 
propriety of a bishop in the Men- 
nonite church accepting this mark 
of honor from the government is in 
direct opposition to the doctrines of 
Menno and the teachings of the Sa- 
vior. Herald of Truth, October, 1878, 
p. 172. 


NEWS AND NOTES 
(Continued from Page 3) 


No. 3, Ephrata, Pa. , Descendants and 
History of Christian Fisher Family, 
compiled by John M. Fisher family, 
1957, and also available from them 
(Route 1, Ronks, Pa.) at $4.25, is a 
major book of 623 pp. in cloth. It 
has a supplement which pertains to 
the Stoltzfus family. 


DISSERTATIONS ABOUT MEN- 
NONITES. To go from family his- 
tories to doctoral dissertations may 
seem like a jump, but one suspects 
that many family histories well done 
represent as much or more research 
work than many theses, and they 
often are more useful. Elsewhere in 
this issue attention is called to the 
bibliography compiled by Cornelius 
Krahn, in the April issue of Men- 
nonite Life, of the doctoral disserta- 
tions on Mennonite subjects which 
have been written since about 1940. 
Krahn in a thorough search found 
76. The following three will raise 
the total to almost 80: A. L. E. Ver- 
heyden, Het Mennisme in Vlaander- 
en (1530-1650), Ph.D., University of 
Ghent (Belgium), 1946, original in 
Flemish but translated into English 
(to be published). Ernest G. Geh- 
man, Lautlehre der Pennsylvanische- 
Deutschen Mundart von Bally, Penn- 
sylvanien, Ph.D., University of Hei- 
delberg (Germany), 1949, unpub- 
lished. Elmer Lewis Smith, A Study 
of Acculturation in an Amish Com- 
munity, (Lancaster County) D.S.S., 
Syracuse University, Syracuse, N. Y., 
1955, unpublished. 


MENNONITE HOME FURNISH- 
INGS. Catherine Mumaw of the 
Home Economics Department at 
Eastern Mennonite College recently 
completed her thesis for the Sc.M. 
degree at Penn State University with 
the title, Art Applied to Home Fur- 
nishings by Mennonite Homemakers 
in a Selected Community. 


RESEARCH IN PROGRESS. Two 
projects undertaken by the research 
department at Eastern Mennonite 
School and currently in progress 
are a study of social change among 
Virginia Mennonites (ethnic groups) 
since 1900, and an investigation of 
the influence of Joseph Funk on 
Mennonite church music. 


BACK ISSUES OF BULLETIN. Sev- 
eral bound copies of the Mennonite 
Historical Bulletin, 1940-1957, are 
available for $5 each. This volume 
represents a complete file of the 
periodical from the beginning. Send 
your order to Melvin Gingerich, 
Mennonite Church Archives, Goshen, 
Indiana. 
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Mennonite Research News and Notes 


MELVIN GINGERICH 


Ezra Beachy, editor of The Gospel 
Evangel, organ of the Indiana-Mich- 
igan Mennonite District Mission 
Board, is doing a seminar study of 
the effectiveness of his paper as 
measured by the six-fold objective 
of the publication. The study is be- 
ing done under the guidance of the 
Mennonite Research Foundation. 

A Mennonite Education Tour spon- 
sored by Menno Travel Service and 
directed by Dr. Cornelius Krahn of 
Bethel College left New York on 
June 12, 1958. Arriving in South- 
ampton on June 20, the group toured 
England, Holland, Germany, Swit- 
zerland, and France, visiting Men- 
nonite historic sites enroute. The 
tour was to end back in New York 
on July 21. 

Victor Adrian of Winnipeg, Mani- 
toba, a student of the University of 
Manitoba spent time in the Goshen 
College Historical Library recently 
working on his M.A. thesis “A Com- 
parative Study of the Anabaptists of 
the 16th century and the Mennonites 
of Manitoba with particular refer- 
ence to the relation of church and 
state.” 

Dr. J. W. Fretz, professor of soci- 
ology at Bethel College, North New- 
ton, Kansas, has been awarded a 
$6,000 scholarship by the Guggen- 
heim Foundation for one year of 
study and research on the cultural 
interaction of the Paraguay Men- 
nonite colony with the native Para- 
guayans. The period of study be- 
gins officially in August. In Sep- 
tember Dr. Fretz will go to Para- 
guay, with his family, for a nine- 
month term, after which he will re- 
turn to the states to present the re- 
sults of his research in manuscript 
form. 

John W. Gingerich and his sister 
Mary Gingerich of Kalona, Iowa, are 
continuing their work of platting the 
Mennonite and Amish cemeteries of 
the large Johnson-Washington-Iowa 
counties Mennonite community. In 
addition, they are preparing a reg- 
ister of the names in these ceme- 
teries. (See article by John W. 
Gingerich in this issue of the Bul- 
letin). 

The Mennonite churches of south- 
eastern Iowa recently did a self- 
study entitled “Study of East Iowa 
Churches, 1957.” Included were the 
following points: membership in 
East Iowa churches, 1926-1956; per- 
centage distribution of families by 
occupation of head of household; 
percentage distribution of present 
church members by occupational 
class and by sex for seven Iowa 
churches; home ownership: percent 
of households who own their own 
homes, by occupation of head of 


household; average size of farms 
operated, by tenure; age at joining 
church: percentage distribution of 
present members, by age at joining 
church, for seven Iowa churches; 
distribution of present members who 
had previously been members of 
some other denomination, dy denom- 
ination of their previous member- 
ship; religious background of pres- 
ent-member family heads and wives: 
distribution of parents of present- 
member family heads and wives; 
percentage distribution of ex-mem- 
bers, by age at which they left the 
Mennonite Church, by sex; member- 
ship retention and loss of offspring 
born to present family heads and 
wives prior to 1930; and _ present 
church membership of ex-members. 
The Mennonite Research Foundation 
served as consultant in this study. 
The study has proved to be of great 
value in helping these churches 
analyze themselves, from the point 
of view of effectiveness in outreach. 
This is the kind of study that the 
Mennonite Research Foundation is 
equipped to sponsor or direct. 

Howard Kauffman of the Goshen 
College faculty is completing his dis- 
sertation on a “Comparative Study 
of Traditional and Emergent Family 
Forms among Mid-West Mennon- 
ites.” From materials gathered in 
his research three social science 
seminar papers were written by 
Goshen College students in the 1957- 
58 school year. These three were 
“Occupational Choices Among Men- 
nonite Youth,” by Calvin King; “Re- 
munerative Employment of Mennon- 
ite Women,” by Bonnie Hillerbrand; 
and “Factors Related to Frequency 
of Family Worship in Mennonite 
Homes,” by Walter Smeltzer. 

The April issue of Mennonite Life, 
North Newton, Kansas, has an arti- 
cle by Cornelius Krahn on “Anabap- 
tism-Mennonitism in Doctoral Dis- 
sertations.” It lists seventy-six dis- 
sertations either completed or under 
way. A second article by Melvin 
Gingerich and Cornelius Krahn is 
on “Mennonite Research in Prog- 
ress,” referring to M.A. thesis stud- 
ies, post-doctoral studies, and other 
research projects. The April issue 
each year carries a summary of 
Mennonite research in progress. 

Lawrence Burkholder completed 
his dissertation and passed his final 
examinations over it at Princeton 
Theological Seminary in May 1958. 
Its title is “The Problem of Social 
Responsibility from the Perspective 
of the Mennonite Church.” 

Guy F. Hershberger was awarded 
a $1200 grant by the American Phil- 
osophical Society for the enlarge- 
ment and preparation for publication 


of his dissertation on “Pacifism and 
Politics in Provincial Pennsylvania.” 
Dr. Hershberger has found consider- 
able new material on the subject in 
the archives of the Friends’ House in 
London as well as in the Manuscripts 
Division of the British Museum. 


Dr. E. K. Francis of Notre Dame 
University who will be teaching in 
the University of Munich has do- 
nated his extensive files of Mennon- 
ite materials to the Archives of the 
Mennonite Church in Goshen, Indi- 
ana. Dr. Francis made a detailed 
sociological study of the Mennonites 
in Manitoba, which led to the publi- 
cation of his In Search of Utopia 
(1955). 

The Mennonite Research Founda- 
tion has recently completed a study 
of the use of audio-visual aids in 
Mennonite Churches for the Men- 
nonite Commission for Christian Ed- 
ucation. At the present time the Re- 
search Foundation is working on 
Mennonite income and giving for 
1956. 


For several years the Mennonite 
Research Foundation has been col- 
lecting information on the history of 
the sewing circle movement in the 
Mennonite Church. The Director of 
Research has written a preliminary 
draft on the subject for an extensive 
article in the Mennonite Quarterly 
Review. Much of the early story is 
hazy and additional research re- 
mains to be done. The help of in- 
terested readers is solicited in dis- 
covering the date of organization of 
early sewing circles in any and all 
conference districts. Please send this 


information to Melvin Gingerich, 
Mennonite Research Foundation, 
Goshen, Indiana. 


The Archives of the Mennonite 
Church recently received a rich col- 
lection of more than sixty old letters 
from Fannie H. Lapp, widow of 
George J. Lapp. These letters be- 
longed to her father’s maternal 
grandfather Bishop Jacob Hochstet- 
ter, of Lancaster County, Pennsyl- 
vania. They fall in the period Jan- 
uary 7, 1820, to January 6, 1863. 
Among them are letters signed by 
Martin Mellinger, John Burkholder, 
Michael Gingerich, John Lapp, Ja- 
cob Krehbiel, Christian Herr, Ben- 
jamin Eby, Benjamin Wenger, and 
others. 

Paul Miller of the Goshen College 
faculty is doing research for his doc- 
tor’s dissertation on how well Men- 
nonite worship promotes the basic 
beliefs of the church. 


The following materials were re- 
ported to the annual meeting of the 
Mennonite Historical Committee in 
its April 1958 meeting as having 
been received by the Archives of the 
Mennonite Church: 


(Continued on Page 6) 
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Mennonite General Conference: 

Stenographic record of meetings 
of Mennonite General Confer- 
ence on the Goshen College cam- 
pus in 1943 and 1944 (1 box). 

Peace Problems Committee, Orie 
O. Miller, Secretary (approx. 4 
boxes). 


Illinois Mennonite Conference: 
Richard Yordy, Secretary (1 box). 
Gerber Valley Sunday School rec- 


ord, Holmes County, Ohio, from 
John Umble (1 book). 


Middlebury, Indiana, Mennonite 
Church records from Mr. and Mrs. 
Merrill Pletcher (2 books). 


Mennonite Board of Missions and 

Charities: 

Welcome address of George Thomp- 
son on behalf of the Ghana 
Mennonite Mission to John H. 
Mosemann and Quintus Leath- 
erman (1 sheet). 


S. F. Coffman papers relating to 
church boards and committees, ex- 
clusive of Ontario Mennonite Con- 
ference and affiliated activities 
(approx. 8 boxes). 


J. C. Fretz papers, exclusive of On- 
tario Mennonite Conference and 
affiliated activities (2 boxes). 


S. D. Guengerich papers from Jacob 
Swartzendruber (approx. 3 boxes). 


Jacob Hostetter correspondence from 
Mrs. Fanny Lapp (1 box). 


Henry R. Schertz papers from Mrs. 
Ruth Schertz (approx. 5 boxes). 


Ephraim Shellenberger reminiscence 
(copy) from Richard Yordy (1 
folder). 


Joseph S. Shoemaker, “Brief Sketch 
of Early Evangelizing and Mission 
Organizations of the Mennonite 
Church in America,” (copy) from 
Richard Yordy. 


John Warye record book from John 
Umble. 

Sanford C. Yoder papers (2 boxes). 

Tape recording of autobiographical 
addresses by S. E. Allgyer, M. E. 
Brenneman, and L. J. Miller. 


The Central District Reporter an- 
nounced in its May 15, 1958, issue 
that a history of the Central District 
Conference of the General Confer- 
ence Mennonite Church is being 
planned. The book will trace the 
history of the Central Conference 
and the Middle District Conference 
up to the merger of the two bodies 
in 1957. 

James Ruesser is working on the 
history of the Middle District Con- 
ference of the General Conference 
Mennonite Church. 
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Shenk and received into the Men- 
nonite Church. He was the only one 
received into the church at that 
time. 

On August 3, 1890, a fondness for 
adventure and a desire to see more 
country led Amos to leave Ohio and 
go to Iowa. He traveled alone in a 
light cart or gig, drawn by a wild 
Texas pony, just lassoed from the 
herd a few weeks previous to the 
trip. He experienced two “runa- 
ways” in eastern Indiana. On this 
trip a number of Mennonite commu- 
nities were visited, among them be- 
ing Elkhart, Indiana, and Sterling, 
Illinois. After a journey of three 
weeks the home of his brother, S. B. 
Wenger, of South English, Iowa, was 
reached. 


His brother wanted Amos to teach 
the Prairie School near his home. A 
state examination was required in 
nine subjects, two of which, Amos 
had not studied. So he _ studied 
Physiology and Civil Government 
and secured a certificate to teach. 
He taught the winter and spring 
terms. During this time he did per- 
haps the biggest day’s work of his 
life—taught from nine to four, plant- 
ed ten acres of corn with a riding 
planter for his cousin, who had ty- 
phoid fever, and sat up with him at 
night. 

There were only two Mennonites 
at South English at that time. Now 
there is a congregation of sixty-six 
members. Also, at that time there 
was no congregation of Mennonites 
in the whole state of Iowa except a 
few congregations of Amish Men- 
nonites who had not yet united with 
the Mennonites. 


In June, 1891, after his school 
closed, he took the train for Ayr, 
Adams County, Nebraska, where he 
knew there was a congregation of 
Mennonites, although he didn’t know 
any of them. The brethren received 
him warmly. He was impressed by 
the great canyons, the treeless and 
far-stretching prairies, the numer- 
ous jack rabbits, the gopher mounds, 
the prairie chickens, the sod houses, 
and the pioneer life. He was so en- 
chanted that he thought of making 
Ayr his home. He was planning to 
teach school the following winter 
and consulted the county school su- 
perintendent with that in view. 


For the summer, work was se- 
cured from a poor brother living in 
a sod house. The work the first day 
was cultivating corn with a_ swift 
mule team. Very tired, he retired 
for the night, but was much annoyed 
by fleas. The next day he quit, with- 
out mentioning the fleas, and charged 
nothing for the day’s work, but asked 


the brother to haul him and his 
trunk to the railway station. 

He took the train for Newton, 
Kansas, where he met Tillman Erb, 


also the young minster, J. M. R. 
Weaver, and others. Again there 
was a warm reception. J. M. R. 


Weaver, against the remonstrances of 
Brother Wenger, quit work with his 
team for the day and took him to his 
house for entertainment. At that 
time there was a lot of discussion in 
Kansas about sanctification and the 
seventh and eighth chapters of Ro- 
mans. A schism occurred later. The 
brethren in Kansas had so much in- 
fluence over him that he expected to 
return to Kansas, after visiting rela- 
tives in Missouri, and attend school 
at the State Normal at Emporia. The 
(Old) Mennonites had no schooi yet 
at that time. 


A trip was then made to Garden 
City, Cass County, Missouri, where 
Bishop L. J. Heatwole was visited. 
He had just recently moved there 
from Dale Enterprise, Virginia, to 
take charge of the Bethel congrega- 
tion. Here Brother Wenger assisted 
Norman Shepp with his harvest. 

From Garden City he went to vis- 
it his cousin, Lewis Shank near 
Warrensburg, Missouri, and the re- 
maining members of the family of 
his uncle, Abe Wenger, at Versailles, 
Missouri. At the latter place he met 
Brother Daniel Kauffman, who had 
just given up his political career and 
united with the church. 

His cousin, Lewis Shank, father of 
some of our foreign missionaries, and 
who later became the father-in-law 
of Bishop Daniel Kauffman, influ- 
enced Brother Wenger a great deal. 
He persuaded him to attend the State 
Normal School at Warrensburg, Mis- 
souri, with his daughter and others 


who were going to attend. In his 
twenty-fourth year (1891) he en- 
rolled at this Normal School. In the 


middle of his second year he stopped 
school to wait on his sick brother, 
Samuel, who died February 23, 1893. 
He returned to school again in the 
fall of 1893 and completed the 
course the following June (1894) 
with an average of 95 in the thirty- 
two subjects he studied. During va- 
cations he canvassed for books, and 
the work was profitable. He was 
given the Sugar Creek School near 
Garden City, Missouri, for the next 
year. 


Conviction came to help in the 
Mennonite Home Mission in Chicago 
and to attend Moody Bible Institute, 
so most of that vacation was spent in 
Chicago. M.S. Steiner had been in- 
strumental in founding our mission 
there the previous year. After liv- 
ing at Moody a short time, he was 
invited to live at our mission. There 
he became acquainted with S. F. 


(Continued on Page 7) 
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Two Unusual Experiences 
In Lot Ordinations 


WILMER D. SWOPE 


(1) Abram Beery Burkholder 
(1850-1941), Harrisonburg, Virginia, 
was a grandson of Bishop Peter 
Burkholder (1793-1846). He was 
raised and lived for many years on 
the farm of his grandfather Burk- 
holder. The house on the farm was 
built by his grandfather and is one 
of the few houses not put a torch to 
in Sheridan’s Raid in 1864 and is still 
standing today. He had been a can- 
didate for minister in the lot sev- 
eral times. He was never chosen nor 
did he experience anything out of 
the ordinary. In 1877 he was again 
nominated in a class of candidates 
for the choosing of a minister by lot. 
Several days before the casting of 
the lot, Abram was about to enter 
the springhouse at his farm home at 
Rock Spring south of Harrisonburg 
on U. S. Route 11. Seemingly as 
quick as lightning he was forced 
down on his knees by a bolt of un- 
explained power. When strength re- 
turned and he arose, there was fixed 
indelibly in his mind that the lot 
would fall on him. The lot did fall 
on him, and he was ordained to the 
ministry at the Bank Church near 
Dayton, Virginia, on July 15, 1877. 
He became the first Mennonite mis- 
sionary to West Virginia. He could 
quote from memory 50 chapters of 
the Bible, including Psalm 119, and 
sing from memory all the verses of 
about 100 sacred songs. On one oc- 
casion Bishop Noah H. Mack of New 
Holland, Pa., was holding meetings 
at a church along Dry River. On the 
way to the church one evening Bish- 
op Mack said to A. B. Burkholder, 
“Brother Burkholder I am an empty 
vessel this evening, would you take 
charge of the meeting?” Abram 
took charge of the service that even- 
ing. 

(2) Isaac Bixler Witmer (1865- 
1958) of Mahoning County, Ohio, 
was ordained a deacon in 1909, and 
a minister in 1915. The Columbiana- 
Mahoning Congregation met October 
23, 1909, at the Midway Church north 
of the village of Columbiana, Ohio, 
to select candidates for the ordina- 
tion of a deacon. A list of six names 
were selected. John Wisler of Lee- 
tonia stopped in Columbiana at the 
grocery store run by Isaac Witmer. 
John Wisler was on his way home 
from the meeting at Midway. Isaac 
had not been present at this meet- 
ing. John said to Isaac, “They want 
you at church tomorrow. There are 
six candidates and you are one of 
them.” The night of the 23rd Isaac 
had a dream. His dream was that 
there were only five candidates, and 


he also saw the table with the books 
on it. He became aware that one 
book in particular was pointed out 
as the book which he should take. 
After rising the morning of the 24th 
and contemplating his dream in re- 
lation to facts, he concluded that the 
dream was of no consequence. Ar- 
riving at church he learned that one 
of the six candidates Noah Bixler 
requested to be excused; this left but 
five candidates. At the service in 
the afternoon Isaac was fourth in 
line to pick a book. Three of the 
candidates did not wait their turn. 
Two books were left. The book 
which had been indicated to Isaac in 
the dream was still on the table. 
Should he take the book that was 
indicated or the remaining book? 
Selecting the one which the dream 
indicated, Isaac waited for the Bish- 
op to examine the books. Upon ex- 
amination the slip of paper was 
found in Isaac’s book. I. B. Witmer 
said, “I would never have been sat- 
isfied if I had taken any other of 
the books in place of the book which 
was indicated in the dream to be 
mine.” In 1939 at the age of 74 
Isaac was placed in charge of the 
Briton Run Congregation, Crawford 
County, Pa., and faithfully served 
this congregation for a number of 
years. He often drove 200 miles 
round trip on a Sunday in order to 
serve this church. He continued ‘n 
this capacity for a number of years 
until the congregation secured a 
resident minister. 





As Others See Us... 


“Fundamentalism” is, in any case, 
an inappropriate term for the classi- 
cal Anabaptist Mennonite testimony, 
as inappropriate as “pietism.” “Or- 
thodoxy” will not serve, for usage 
has limited it to doctrinal issues. 
“Integral” Christianity, which pre- 
sumes faithfulness in both intellec- 
tual and ethical areas, is perhaps as 
good a term as any. But however 
termed, the Mennonite form of the 
faith in America, which has learned 
the values of the comparative his- 
torical method without swallowing 
the poisons of contemporary gnosti- 
cism, has much to contribute to 
American Protestantism as a whole. 
Much of the American Mennonitism 
has, to be sure, been corrupted by 
individualism (pietism, the Enlight- 
enment) and fundamentalism (re- 
vivalism) ; but a Methodist may feel 
free to comment that the best Men- 
nonite leaders display that quality of 
intellectual precision and_ spiritual 
earnestness which is needed in all 
Protestantism today. 


—Franklin H. Littell, The Free 
Church (Boston, 1957), p. xii. 
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Coffman, A. I. Yoder, E..J. Berkey, 
Dr. Page, Alice (Thut) Page, and 
others. The first three mentioned 
and Brother Wenger attended the 
Moody Bible Institute each forenoon. 
All four were ordained to the min- 
istry within a few years. At Moody 
he heard Torrey, Gray, Pierson, 
Moody, Schofield, Murray, and a 
number of others. There he was 
taught “Eternal Security” which he 
soon gave up, however. He was al- 
so taught that Christians need a bap- 
tism of the Holy Ghost to fit them 
for Christian work. It took Brother 
Wenger a while to see that we are 
baptized with the Holy Ghost at 
once when we become children of 
God. He feels grateful for the val- 
uable lessons, however, which he 
learned at Moody. 

In the fall of 1894 he returned to 
Cass County, Missouri, and taught 
school there. He supplied the con- 
gregation there with Bibles at cost. 
He sold 127. He received the unani- 
mous individual vote of the mem- 
bership of the Bethel Congregation 
and was ordained to the ministry by 
Bishop David Kauffman (father of 
Daniel Kauffman) on November 11, 
1894. (On account of his health 
Bishop L. J. Heatwole had returned 
to Virginia.) After school closed he 
labored for the other minister there, 
Daniel Hooley, on his farm near 
Garden City. 

His first sermon was preached on 
his birthday anniversary, November 
27, 1894. He had had catarrh for 
over ten years and at first found it 
difficult to speak loud enough. 

In May, 1895, he was asked to 
preach a few sermons in Jasper 
County, Missouri. Four souls con- 
fessed Christ and he came home all 
stirred for soul-winning. The next 
Sunday five more confessed at Beth- 
el, among them J. E. Hartzler, who 
was then only about eleven years 
old. 

During the summer of 1895 Daniel 
Kauffman secured the principalship 
of the Garden City school. When 
Brother Wenger saw that his place 
in the ministry would soon be filled 
he left for Keokuk County, Iowa, 
and prepared to enter Penn College, 
Oskaloosa, Iowa, in September, 1895. 
He received a cordial welcome. It 
was a fashionable Quaker school. It 
seems he was the first conservative 
Mennonite minister in America to 
go to college after he was ordained. 
In the annual extemporaneous ora- 
torical contest he received first prize, 
and was also chosen chairman of the 
Joint Lecture Committee of the col- 
lege and city for the next year. He 
now thinks it was best for him that 


(Continued on Page 8) 
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Book Reviews 


The Amish People. By Elmer Lew- 
is Smith. New York: Exposition 
Press, 1958. Pp. 258 plus 16 pp. Il- 
lustrations. $4.00. 


Here is an unusually comprehen- 
sive study of that group of Old Or- 
der Amish living in Lancaster Coun- 
ty, Pennsylvania, by a sociologist 
trained in the techniques of discov- 
ering and recording the underlying 
motives, those inner springs of 
thought and action that determine 
human behavior. Employing the in- 
terview as a major instrument of re- 
search, the author has collected a 
vast amount of material on almost 
every conceivable aspect of Amish 
culture. Assisted by his wife he has 
delved into intimate nooks of the 
Amish home and community not ex- 
cepting marital relationships. 

Portions of the book debunk er- 
roneous concepts and false reports 
regarding Amish cultural practices, 
courtship for instance. The volume 
will interest the general reader and 
deserves the attention of the serious 
student. 

One might criticize the author’s 
tendency to wander off into socio- 
logical digression while the Amish 
theme awaits his return. In the 
“Education” chapter, for instance, 
he discusses at some length the rel- 
ative value of various types of for- 
mal training for the farm boy. More 
serious is the omission of reference 
to the considerable body of material 
handed down in manuscript form 
by which the Amish leaders preserve 
their sixteenth and seventeenth cen- 
tury mode of life. The manuscripts, 
translated and edited in The Men- 
nonite Quarterly Review during the 
past thirty years, help to explain 
that Amish life in America is a sur- 
vival of medieval German peasant 
culture and why the Amish are a 
race apart in the great American 
melting pot. 

—John Umble 


Joseph Goldsmith 1796-1876 and His 
Descendants. By Mrs. Jacob Graber 
and John W. Gingerich. Published 
by John W. Gingerich, Route 1, Box 
64, Kalona, Iowa, 1955. Pp. 95. $2.00. 

Joseph Goldsmith was born in Al- 
sace and came to Pennsylvania in 


1819. Moving to Ontario in 1824, 
he was ordained a minister in the 
Amish church that same year. Sev- 
en years later the Goldsmith family 
moved to Butler County, Ohio, where 
Joseph was ordained bishop in 1838. 
In 1846 Goldsmith moved to Lee 
County, Iowa, where he ministered 
to the Amish community established 


there earlier, as well as occasionally 
to the Amish community in Johnson 
County, seventy miles north. Final- 
ly in 1855 the Goldsmith family set- 
tled in Henry County, Iowa, where 
Joseph lived the rest of his life, serv- 
ing as the bishop of what is now the 
Sugar Creek congregation at Way- 
land, in addition to visiting other 
Amish churches in Johnson and Da- 
vis counties. He also attended sev- 
eral sessions of the Diener Versamm- 
lung, in Ohio and Illinois, where he 
was an active participant in the 
work of the conference. 


Goldsmith had twelve children. 
This book devotes a section to each 
of them, listing his descendants into 
the seventh generation. Among the 
descendants are a half dozen or 
more ministers and full time church 
workers in the Mennonite Church, 
including Bishop Vernon Gerig of 
Wayland, Iowa. Other descendants 
are active in the General Confer- 
ence Mennonite and other denomi- 
nations. 

The authors have used an excel- 
lent arrangement in listing descend- 
ants, a plan that could well be fol- 
lowed by any group planning a fam- 
ily history. Preceding the geneal- 
ogy is a ten-page history of Gold- 
smith and his family. A ten-page 
index listing all of the direct Gold- 
smith descendants concludes this 
excellent volume. 


—Melvin Gingerich 


Seventy-Fifth Anniversary of the 
Stahl Mennonite Church, Johnstown, 
Pennsylvania, 1882-1957. Edited by 
Ruth Kaufman. Lithographed by 
Mennonite Publishing House, Scott- 
dale, Pa., 1957. Pp. 24, illustrated. 

Anniversaries provide an opportu- 
nity to bring together extant data 
and photographs as well as to dig up 
some forgotten material. Thanks to 
the boon of offset printing many of 
these materials can be reproduced 
cheaply in their original form and 
shared widely. A substantial his- 
tory of the congregation, by Sanford 
G. Shetler, introduces the work. The 
booklet throughout is enriched with 
excellent pictures of persons and 
buildings, including a double-page 
shot of the present congregation 
during Sunday morning worship. 
The Johnstown Bible School, an im- 
portant chapter in the history of the 
congregation, is noted in brief. Both 
in conception and execution this con- 
gregational history has much to com- 
mend it. Having done this well on 
the 75th, one looks forward to what 
the members at Stahl’s will prepare 
on their 100th anniversary. 


—I. B. H. 
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he did not return to Penn College in 
1895. 


While at Penn, J. S. Coffman asked 
him to send him a catalog of that 
college which was helpful in formu- 
lating the policies of Elkhart Insti- 
tute, which was just in its infancy. 

On Sundays he filled preaching 
appointments in school houses for 
scattered members in different parts 
of Iowa and also preached for con- 
gregations of Amish Mennonites, and 
for a small congregation at Palmyra, 
Missouri. He started regular preach- 
ing services in Keokuk County where 
there is now a good-sized congrega- 
tion. 

At Palmyra a sister from Lancas- 
ter County, Pennsylvania, told him 
that the Mennonite young people 
there are not in the church. A sud- 
den conviction gripped him to go to 
Eastern Pennsylvania to help save 
souls. He thought perhaps he could 
enroll at Franklin and Marshall Col- 
lege, Lancaster, and preach and la- 
bor for the church more convenient- 
ly than at Penn College. 

Accordingly, in June 1896 when 
college closed, he started eastward, 
filling appointments across the states 
as far as eastern Ohio. At Cleve- 
land, Lake Erie was crossed on a 
fishing boat and appointments were 
filled in most of the Ontario Men- 
nonite Churches. S. F. Coffman then 
accompanied him from Vineland to 
Clarence Center, New York, where 
he preached for the few members 
who remained of an old congrega- 
tion. 


(Continued in Next Issue) 





SUSTAINING MEMBERS 
OF THE MENNONITE 
HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION 


The list of sustaining members of 
the Mennonite Historical Association 
for 1957, as reported by the treas- 
urer, is as follows: 


Harold S. Bender 
Paul Erb 

J. Roy Graybill 

J. E. Hauter 

Morris W. Hess 
John A. Hostetler 
Nelson Kauffman 
Graybill G. Landis 
Ira D. Landis 
Chester K. Lehman 
Orie O. Miller 
Jacob Z. Rittenhouse 
Samuel S. Wenger 
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